
 
St. Mary Catholic Parish   March 8, 2009 

 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
     We are quickly moving our way through the Lenten 
season.  Just some friendly reminders about... Friday night 
fish dinners and Stations of the Cross; our many thanks to 
our Men's Club for their excellent Sunday breakfasts and 
generous donations to the school and parish; our many 
thanks to our Knights of Columbus for their donation of 
$1,000 to our parish; and our need to return our raffle tickets 
to fully get a chance at all the prizes. 
     Most importantly, however, as we walk this Lenten 
journey is to keep our catechumen and candidates - now 
called the Elect in our prayers.  As they go through the 
various rites and rituals to help them become Catholic, they 
are a huge inspiration to us.  They remind us of why our 
faith is important, of the zeal we need to have, and of the 
work that is sometimes required if we want success.  They 
should spur us on to deeper faith and devotion.  Encourage 
them and imitate them.  I recently heard a priest say, 
"Wouldn't it be wonderful if all the people who showed up 
for ashes on Ash Wednesday would show up at the Easter 
Vigil to support the new members of our Church?"  
Wouldn't it, though? 
     Peace in this Lenten season, 
     Fr. Bill 
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Hamburgers and Hotdogs and all the 

fixings!  Come see how we relate Basketball to  
God and Lent….hmmmm…. 

A rewarding opportunity to help nourish God’s People!   
Questions or to volunteer contact:   Rebecca at 734-878-
2217, ext 203 or email rkeiser@stmarypinckney.org 

�
�

 

���������	
���
����
�����������

��������������������������������
 �������������
�������
�������� ���!����������
������������������� �������������
�!�� ���������������"�

������#���!�� ��$���������� �!��������
%�&��!���������"���������
����'�()*+(���� ��$������ ����,����
������� ����������"��-��

�"����������� ����������� �!��!�  ���
����������!���������"��.���!��� �� ����"�������� ��
�+ �! ����!����
���������#�����������

������������������
�

�
����������	��
����
����������
��������������� �
���������	
����
���
�������	��������
��������������

�
��	��
���
������
����	���
����
����
������
��
��� �����
�����

�������
�������	�������	
������������������� �������
�

�������
������������

 

 
 

��	��������
���
����������
���
�����������
�

����������	�
������
���������
�

���������������� �� �	����������

�
�������������������������������
��
�� ��
��
����!��
�� ��
�����
����� �
�����������

��������	
��	���

����	����������������	������

�
"�����#
�������
��������
�$���

����!���������������������

�

���������
������� ��!����"�����
	�����#����������� �������� �

�

%���������������������������������
&��������������	����

 
 

LENT 2009 PENANCE SERVICES 
Wednesday, March 25:  7:30pm:  St. Joseph, Howell 
Thursday, March 26:   7:30pm: St. Augustine, Howell 
Monday, March 30:  7:30pm:  Holy Spirit, Hamburg 
Tuesday, March 31:  7:30pm:  St. Agnes, Fowlerville 
Wednesday, April 1:  7:30pm:  St. Mary, Pinckney 
Thursday, April 2:  7:30pm:  St. John, Hartland 
Saturday, April 4:  9:00am:  St. Patrick, Brighton 
Monday, April 6:  7:30pm:  St. Mary Magdalen,  
                                                Brighton 
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St. Mary Catholic Parish   March 8, 2009 

RCIA – Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
     During this Lenten Season, please keep our Elect and 
Candidates in your daily prayers as they journey closer to 
become fully initiated Catholics..  For more details about 
this process, please call Angela - 734.878.2217 ext 218 or 
email at agarcia@stmarypinckney.org 
 

RCIA Sessions 
March 7/8th  NO CLASS 
 

March 15th  1st Scrutiny/Dismissal 9:00am Mass 
Class #18   Morality  10:15-11:15am 
 

March 21st  2nd Scrutiny/Dismissal 5:00pm Mass 
Class #19   TBD 6:15-7:15pm 
 

March 29th  3rd Scrutiny/Dismissal 11:30am Mass 
Class #20   Dying & Rising in Christ 12:45-1:45pm 
 

April 4 th RCIA/C Retreat   9:00am – 7:00pm 
 

*Class Sessions will be held in the educational wing 
classroom 152. 

Faith Formation Information 
�  Summer 2009 Session for Kindergarten through 

8th Grades will be held June15-June26 from 9am 
– 12noon.  Registration Dates and Tuition 
information will be forth coming.  

Summer Catechists Needed 
o If you would like to share your love of 

Christ and your Catholic faith as a 
Summer Catechist please contact 
Angela. This is an awesome and 
rewarding way to bring the children 
from our parish family closer to Christ. 
Please take some time to pray and 
discuss with your family if God is 
calling you to share your time, love, and 
faith with children from our parish 
family. 

 
CAFÉ Wednesdays 

Book of Psalms – An Invitation to Prayer 
     All are invited to participate in CAFÉ Wednesdays!     
     During these sessions we will explore and ponder the 
psalms. The more we do this the more we will deepen our 
relationship with God. The psalms were the prayers of Israel 
in dialogue with God in the centuries before Jesus. They 
were the prayers of Jesus. They have always been the chief 
prayers of the Church. In the view of the early teachers of 
the Church, such as St. Augustine, the psalms remain the 
prayers of the glorified Jesus because he continues to pray 
them through us, the human members of his body. Indeed, 
with mysterious, multilayered meanings, the psalms speak 
prophetically of Jesus.  Let us together, explore the book of 
Psalms, so that we may speak more intimately with our 
Companion as we journey through the Lenten Season. The 
remaining CAFÉ Wednesdays for the Book of Psalms will 
be from 7-8:30pm in Rm 152 on March 11, 18, & 25. The 
guide that we will be using in these sessions is Psalms: An 
Invitation to Prayer.  

This book is available in the Faith Formation Office for 
$8.00. Please contact Angela (734-878-2217 ext 218 or 
agarcia@stmarypinckney.org) if you wish to attend these 
sessions and to purchase a book.  It’s not too late to join us! 
 

VOCATION WEEKEND 
    Come & see a vibrant, joyful community of Benedictine 
sisters at Ferdinand, Indiana!  If you are a single, Catholic 
woman age 18-40 and you would like to experience 
religious life this is just the event for you.  During this 
weekend of March 20-22, 2009, you will have the 
opportunity to share in the prayer and community life of the 
sisters as well as hear input on the theme: The Spirit of the 
Rule of Benedict.  This vocation weekend is free: a room, 
meals, and input are provided.  For more information or to 
register on-line, visit www.thedome.org/JoinUs, call Sister 
Agnes Marie Dauby or Sister Michelle Sinkhorn at 800-
734-9999, or email vocation@thedome.org. 
 

ATTENTION: ALL WOMEN 
CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH 

April 18 & 19 
     This is a weekend retreat offered for women to develop a 
closer and deeper personal relationship with Christ. We 
encourage you to come and relax; enjoy the fellowship with 
other women in a spiritual setting. This 30-hour overnight 
event, with food provided, is a gift to you from St. Patrick’s 
Parish in Brighton. Plan now for this life-changing event! If 
you are interested in attending or would like more 
information please call: Dynetta at 810-231-0828. 

 
MEN’S RETREAT 

     The Men of St. Mary are scheduled for their annual 
retreat at St. Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt on March 27-
29, 2009.  The theme for Retreat 2009 is “Then and Now – 
Jesus- Full of Surprises.”  Just as we never fully know and 
appreciate Mozart or Shakespeare, never will we fully know 
and appreciate Jesus Christ.  A lifetime of study and prayer 
leaves us on the threshold.  Why?  Because Jesus ‘has an 
unending capacity to surprise us and to be always new.’ 
(Timothy Radcliffe, o.p.).  So come be surprised, lured and 
touched by this wondrous Jesus on this retreat.  Please 
register by calling the retreat center at 517-669-8321 or toll 
free at 866-669-8321 or visit the website at 
www.stfrancis.ws   Suggested donation for the weekend is       

 $135.00.  
 

MONEY MANAGEMENT 
     Need help managing your money?  FREE 

6-week money management class for help in:  
balancing your check book, creating a budget, getting out of 
debt, learning to live within your means, taxes & insurance, 
individual coaching.  The classes are sponsored by Love, 
INC. and will be held Tuesdays 7-9pm beginning March 
10th at Crossroads Apostolic Church, 144 Schroeder Park 
Drive, Howell (across from Best Western on D-19, just 
south of I-96).  Call 517-548-5920 ext 203 to register.  Free 
child care available. 



 
St. Mary Catholic Parish   March 8, 2009 

SCHOOL CORNER – ART NEWS 
     The art web page has been updated. There is an example 
of various art work the students have created throughout the 
year. I will try to change the pictures as each class 
completes a project. The Kindergarten through Fifth grade 
have finished working on Earth Day posters for the Earth 
Day poster contest held by the DEQ. Maybe St. Mary will 
have another first place winner! The Sixth grade has begun 
a printmaking unit. The prints will resemble Pop Art. The 
Seventh grade is finishing their 3-D animal chair creations. 
They constructed the chairs with paper towel rolls, 
cardboard, glue and tape. They did an excellent job. The 
Eighth grade will begin working on a 3-d mask project. 

 

PAMPERED CHEF PARTY 
    The Auction Team is having a Pampered Chef 
Cooking Class as a fundraiser for the auction on 
Tuesday, March 24th at 7pm in the multi-use 
room.  The chef will be Renee Chodowski 
 (a former school parent).  Renee donates all 
profits back to the auction and of course we 
use the “hostess credit” to purchase even more 
items.  It is a great opportunity for us to get some items for 
the auction! 
     We are asking for everyone that attends to bring a canned 
food item for the food pantry.  Food items needed include:  
Cereal, Oatmeal, Jelly, Juice, Laundry Soap, Toilet Paper, 
Soup, Canned Veggies (Corn, Green Beans, Potatoes, 
Mixed Veggies), Pancake /Baking Mix, Dish Soap.   
     We are requiring people to sign-up as Renee will need to 
know how many people she will be cooking for.  Sign up 
will be in the school gathering space.  So bring your family, 
friends, & neighbors!  
     Hope to see you there! –The Auction Team 

 

BEDDING MINISTRY 
     St. Agnes Catholic Church in Fowlerville is in desperate 
need of mattress pads, comforters and blankets to continue 
to support the recipients of Love INC in their time of need. 
Please feel free to phone Love In the Name of Christ at 517-
586-4014, or St. Agnes at 517-223-9740 to find out how 
you can assist this Love INC ministry. 
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BOY SCOUT EASTER HAM SALES 
Dearborn Spiral-Cut Ham, Fresh and Smoked Kielbasa, 

Turkey Breast and Beef Franks 
    Boy Scouts will be selling hams after all Masses  March 
21 & 22 and March 28 & 29.  Hams will be delivered after 
Masses on April 4 & 5.  To place a phone order call Gina 
Jones at 734-878-3046 or Jennifer Brennan at 734-878-
0715. 

 
BASKETS FOR LIFE CHALLENGE 

Pregnancy Helpline is seeking Theme Basket Donations 
     Theme basket donations are needed for the Baskets for 
Life Challenge that will take place on April 23 at the 
Celebration of Life Fundraising event held at the Brighton 
Church of the Nazarene.  Last year nearly 100 theme 
baskets were donated with all proceeds going to provide life 
saving ultrasound  services, educational programs and 
material support  to families in crisis.   
     The baskets are displayed and attendees vote by placing 
a ticket in a bag for each basket they like. A drawing will 
award each basket to a winner.  This is a fun service project 
for Bible study, youth, Men’s or Mom’s groups. Past themes 
have included Gardening, Fishing, Italian Dinner, Movie 
Night, Game Night and more!  Individual items may be 
donated and we will create a basket or use for a silent 
auction. Call Pregnancy Helpline at 810.494.5433 for more 
information, to donate, or to reserve your celebration 
ticket.   
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Report for                            Year To Date 
March 2, 2009                Weekly         07/01/08–03/02/09        
 
Offertory      $ 15,781.55     $  495,833.82  
FaithScape/FaithQuest        $   5,839.39     $  104,664.72  
     $ 21,620.94    $  600,498.54 
 
 

Operating Budget Reqmnt   $ 14,373.41    $  512,095.94 
Mortgage Pymt Reqmnt      $   8,657.31    $   294,348.54 
Variance                              $ (1,409.78)    $ (205,945.94) 
   

Thank you for your generous donations! 
 

Are you missing a pan, dish or platter?  
Many of you are!  There are dishes that 
have been left on the coat rack.  Please 

pick yours up by March 22, 2009.  If they 
are not picked up we will be donating 

them or using them in the kitchen  
(if needed). ��
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If you have an questions please call Rebecca at 734-878-
2217 ext. 203 or email rkeiser@stmarypinckney.org 
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     Their first meeting will start at 6:30 pm on March 18, 
2009!  But, here is the deal…YOU have to find their 
secret hideaway spot for the meeting!  Start in the Multi-
purpose room and follow the clues!  Come early to make 
sure you make it to the meeting on time!  It is Family Life 
Night so don’t worry about dinner!  Grades 6-8 invited! 
     Middle School will meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
every month from 6:30-8:30pm.   

Call or email Rebecca Keiser with questions. 
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The Archdiocese of Detroit and Diocese 
of Lansing Offices for Campus and 
Young Adult Ministry, invite all young 
adults, 18 to 35 years old, to be part of 
the Michigan Catholic Young Adult 

Conference. If you are interested in discovering abundant 
life through prayer and spirituality, please join us for this 
opportunity. This one-day conference will take place 
March 28, 2009 at St. Scholastica Parish in Detroit. Our 
keynote speaker this year is Bishop Daniel Flores. For other 
detailed information and to register for the conference visit 
www.micyac.org or contact us by phone at 313-237-4687 
or by email at info@micyac.org.  

MUSIC MINISTRY NOTES  
Who’s Who in the Music Ministry  
     In this issue of Music Ministry Notes, 
we continue with our series highlighting 
individuals who serve in St. Mary’s 
music ministry. This weekend the 

spotlight is on Connie Knieper, a member of our adult 
choir. Following is a beautiful testimony of her faith in her 
own words. 

How/why I joined the choir 
     Two weeks before turning 40 I had a major life change. I 
walked away from a good career, leaving the work force 
entirely, and basically went into a depression for about 1-1/2 
years.  This started in mid 2006 and I continued to decline. I 
was really lost.  I had finally reached a point in my life 
where I had no place to turn. That’s when I turned to St. 
Mary’s.  I had turned to the church off and on through the 
years, but this was different.   This time there was 
something pulling me in.  At each Mass there was always 
something that sparked my interest and touched my heart; 
yet I was afraid to take that step because I didn’t know 
anybody and I was afraid of what they might think.  The 
first step I took was joining the choir.  At the time I thought 
it was a tiny step but now I see that it was a huge one.  
Everyone welcomed me with open arms and encouraged me 
to get involved with other things, which I slowly did.  My 
fears were based on nothing.  That little step turned out to be 
one of the biggest steps I have ever taken in my life.  That 
tiny step changed me from a lost soul to one with inner 
peace, happiness, and most of all love.  It taught me to have 
faith and believe no matter what the circumstances; today I 
rely on that more than I rely on anything else in my life.   

My hobbies 
     My favorite activities are those having to do with the 
outdoors.  Most of my non-working time is spent fly fishing, 
boating, sun bathing, motorcycling, deer hunting, 
snowmobiling and/or just working outside doing odd jobs 
around the house.   It doesn’t matter what the job is, being 
outside is what I enjoy the most.  I love spending time with 
my niece and nephews; they are so entertaining and 
energetic. It keeps me active and reminds me to keep things 
simple and enjoy life.  I enjoy reading historical romance 
novels, mysteries, and stories related to the law.  My 
favorite television show is CSI (the original one) and my 
favorite movie is The Great Outdoors.  I am a country music 
fan at heart but listen to all kinds of music.  I prefer upbeat 
songs that give positive messages.  I am an active person by 
nature and rarely just sit for long periods of time.  I need to 
be doing something whether it is working with my hands or 
with my mind.  That probably explains why I can find 
enjoyment in whatever I am doing, even if it is just cleaning 
the house.  I enjoy cooking as well but baking is really the 
most fun for me and I am much better at it.     
     Thank you, Connie, for sharing your powerful testimony, 
and for allowing us to get to know more about you. You 
have a warm and caring heart, and a beautiful outlook on 
life. Thank you for your gift of music! 

“…then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
How Great Thou Art!” 
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MASS INTENTIONS –March 8-15 
 

Sunday, March 8 – 2nd Sunday of Lent 
9:00am:  For Our Parish 
11:30am:  In Memory of Al Hoard  
By Ed & Celeste Cheesman 
 
Monday, March 9 – St. Frances of Rome 
9:00am: Communion Service 
 
Tuesday, March 10 
9:00am:  Communion Service 
5:00pm: In Memory of Annie Cach 
By Paulette & Lou Aloia 
 
Wednesday, March 11 
9:00am:  In Honor of Joshua Kolnitys by Family 
 
Thursday, March 12 
5:00pm:  In Memory of Elizabeth Jones 
(Mother of Dave & Gina Jones) by Family 
 
Friday, March 13 
9:00am:  In Memory of Norma Rudzieski 
By Salowitz Family 
7:00pm:  Stations of the Cross 
 
Saturday, March 14 
8:30am:  In Memory of Elizabeth Wilczynski 
By Grohowski Family 
5:00pm: In Thanksgiving for All the Donors for the 
Christmas Baskets by Men’s Club 
 
Sunday, March 15 - 3rd Sunday of Lent 
9:00am:  In Memory of Norm & Ursula Phillips  
By Wietecha Family 
11:30am:  For Our Parish 
 
COMMUNION SERVICE LEADERS  
March 9-10: D. Denome, B. Rea 
March 16-17: D. Denome, D. Hall 
 
WEEKLY READINGS  –March 8-14 
Sunday: Gn 22: 1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Rom 8: 31b-34/ 
Mk 9: 2-10/Ps 116 
Monday: Dn 9: 4b-10/Lk 6: 36-38/Ps 79 
Tuesday: Is 1: 10, 16-20/Mt 23: 1-12/Ps 50 
Wednesday: Jer 18: 18-20/Mt 20: 17-28/Ps 31 
Thursday: Jer 17: 5-10/Lk 16: 19-31/Ps 1 
Friday:   Gn 37: 3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Mt 21: 33-43, 45-46/ 
Ps 105 
Saturday: Mt 7: 14-15, 18-20/Lk 15: 1-3, 11-32/Ps 103 
 

OUR PRAYER LIST  
        May God’s healing hand reach out and hold you: 
 

Joan Bates, Noah Costa, Paul D’Angelo, Jr., Richard Henry, 
Linda Landau, Christine Osmialowski, Cindy Schang,  Jane 
Vermeesch, Bob Wild, Jr. Helen Zwiernikowski 
 

Bulletin articles are due on Tuesdays at noon! 
 

LAY MINISTERS –March 14-15  
        
      Extraordinary Ministers of  the Eucharist 

5:00pm: P. Hohl, M. Bergeron, S. Jasinski, P. O’Brien,  
T. Kurzawa, D. Wietecha, I. Liddy, R. Miller, R. Peterson 
9:00am: A. Nagy, R. Stevens, R. Wetzel, D. Cieciek,  
M. Woods, B. Kolnitys, R. Kolnitys, I. Dudek, P. Dzombak 
11:30am: B. Mayer, M. Gannon, D. Miller, B. Frendt,  
L. Frendt, B. Bauer, M. Bauer, M. Smith, J. Streu 

   Proclaimers of the Word 
5:00pm: B. Corwin, M. Vroman 
9:00am:  T. Barrett, T. Rea 
11:30am: P. Candy, T. Burke 

Ushers 
5:00pm: W. Peltier, R. Denome, B. Beck, P. Carney,  
P. Meilak, B. Outwater 
9:00am: J. Frost, P. Gabli, R. Kuczajda, J. Polich,  
N. Rickelmann, B. Wetzel 
11:30am: J. Streu, B. Tinlin, M. Charboneau, B. Sabo,  
M. Corwin, J. Kukalis 

             Greeters 
5:00pm:  T. Kenny 
9:00am:  W. Stevens 
11:30am: B. Mayer, A. Mayer 
                          Altar Servers 
5:00pm: C. O’Brien (Cross), M. Pescrillo, J. Wing  
9:00am:  K. Nagy (Cross), J. Modafferi, R. Modafferi 
11:30am: J. Birdsong (Cross), R. Burke, N. Lefebvre 
                  Offertory Gifts  
5:00pm:    Please sign up.  
9:00am:    Please sign up. 
11:30am:  Please sign up. 

    Home Chalice Program 
   Please sign up. 

 

Linens – March: S. Katon, L. Wack 
Cleaning the Altar – March:   Pat Gabli 
Collection Counters   
March 9: S. Kronk, D. Eggleston, B. Zielinski 
March 16: A. Martin, J. King, H. Menosky, R. Laymon 
 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 2nd  Sunday of Lent 

 

Abraham was prepared to sacrifice his only son, Isaac. 
St. Paul reminds us that God Himself “did not spare 

his own Son.” Are my gifts to the Lord – of my 
resources, of my time, of myself – also sacrificial? 

 

Today’s First Reading is a reflection of one of the 
highest forms of sacrifice: Abraham willingly giving 
his only son, Isaac, to the Lord. We are also called to 
give of our own children by trusting them to the Lord 
to raise them through us, revealing to us their gifts and 
talents, and then to allow the Lord to guide and direct 
them according to His way and time. May we see our 

children as gifts, and allow the Lord to use them, make 
them more valuable for His glory, and help them to 

shine for others so that they, too, are blessed by Him. 
 


